
 

February 13, 2018 

Greetings one and all . . . 

“Will you, won't you,  

Do you, don't you Love me, 

darling Valentine? 

For I love you very dearly, 

And want you to be mine.” 

Happy Valentine's from the President and the Officers of the LCWRT. 

♥  ♥  ♥ 

William C. "Jack" Davis, one of America’s best Civil War Historians to Speak in Sun City at the 

Lowcountry Civil War Round Table on Wednesday, February 28, 2018 at 6:45 p.m. This meeting 

will be in PINCKNEY HALL! 

William C. “Jack” Davis is a native of Independence, Missouri and has a master’s degree from Sonoma 

State in California. He retired in 2013 as Professor of History and Executive Director of the Virginia  

Center for Civil War Studies at Virginia Tech, and the former longtime editor of Civil War Times  

Illustrated. He will speak on Reluctant Hero: Lee's Last Years 

Davis is the author of Rhett: The Turbulent Life and Times of a Fire-Eater and the editor of A 

Fire-Eater Remembered: The Confederate Memoir of Robert Barnwell Rhett.  

He served as the principal historical and as the on-camera consultant for the 52 episodes of the 

Arts & Entertainment Network/History Channel series Civil War Journal. 

He is author and editor of more than 50 books and numerous documentary screenplays in the 

fields of Civil War and Southern history, including ‘A Government of Our Own’: The Making of the 

Confederacy; An Honorable Defeat: The last Days of the Confederate Government and Look Away!: A  

History of the Confederate States of America.  

Davis won the 2014 Jefferson Davis Award for Crucible of Command: Ulysses S. Grant and  



Robert E. Lee: The War They Fought, The Peace They Forged. This is his record fourth Jefferson Davis 

Award and his first since 1994. (The Jefferson Davis Award recognizes outstanding narrative works on 

the origins, life, and legacies of the Confederacy and the American Civil War.)  

Davis will speak about “The General in Love: The Civil War Romance of Gen. Gabriel C. 

Wharton and Anne Taylor Radford.” Their 500 love letters offer a glimpse into the final years of the 
war in Southwest Virginia. Don’t miss this unique Valentine Civil War story. 

Whispers of True Love 

“The music of your voice just makes my heart rejoice. For I know that you are mine, my own sweet 

Valentine.’ 

Gabriel C. Wharton was a native of Culpeper County and a graduate of the Virginia Military Institute. 

Wharton spent several years working in civil engineering before entering military service for Virginia 

and the Confederacy in 1861. While stationed in southwest Virginia during the early years of the Civil 

War, he met the family of Dr. John Blair Radford, for whom the City of Radford is named.  

In 1863, Wharton met and married 19-year-old Anne “Nannie” Rebecca, daughter of Dr. Radford, 

and he also earned the rank of brigadier general. They married in May 1863 at Central Depot (now 

Radford). 

That began a correspondence in which they wrote each other almost daily, expressing their 

thoughts and feelings on love, marriage, the war, the Confederacy, President Jefferson Davis, General 

Robert E. Lee, and vastly more. This presentation used those letters to illuminate the frustrations and 

pitfalls of romance in wartime, both at the battlefront and the home front. 

For “Gabe” and “Nannie,” despite the 20-year difference in their ages romance was something 

entirely new, and they expressed almost every texture of feeling about each other and their marriage. 

Unusually, he was if anything more open about his emotions than she, and both of them regarded the war 

as a great inconvenience to their romance. Indeed, their dedication to each other overrode their 

Confederate patriotism and tinged their views on almost everything, from their opinions of generals to 

their expectations of Southern victory or defeat. 

While Nannie was forced to spend most of the war at home while Gabe served in the Shenandoah 

under Breckingridge and Early, and with Lee in the summer of 1864, they gradually came to know each 

other through their correspondence, steadily becoming more open and intimate. They frankly discussed 

her ambition for him to rise in rank, her terrors of pregnancy and childbirth, his often unrealistic optimism 

about virtually everything, and much more. She was a young woman of strong and independent mind 

and did not hesitate to disagree with Gabe, and in fact, he was more often likely to yield to her views 

than she to his. Through those letters, they forged a union of remarkable strength (and some serious 

strains) that would see them through the postwar years as they both tried to rebuild Southwest Virginia. 

After the Civil War ended, Wharton returned to civilian life and to his original interests of mining and 

the railroad. Wharton had discovered the abundant mineral resources of southwestern Virginia during the 

war and now became a key proponent of developing the area. In 1869 Wharton and his wife were deeded 

554 acres of land by Anne Rebecca’s father, and by 1870 the couple had completed the home that now 

houses the museum. 

Glencoe was built to be a symbol of prosperity for the burgeoning area. The stable masonry 

structure was built in the Italianate style popular during the mid-19th century. The home boasted three 

floors and 12 fireplaces; guests entering the central hall were ushered into one of two parlors that boasted 

11-foot high ceilings, elaborate moldings, and elegant furnishings. Significantly, Glencoe was built 



facing the New River and the regionally important railroad bridge, emblems of Wharton’s myriad 

business interests. 

The home remained in the Wharton family until 1980, when it was purchased by Kollmorgen 

Corporation. In 1996 the company donated Glencoe to the City of Radford, and, following an extensive 

restoration, Glencoe Museum opened in 1998. Visit Glencoe Museum and step back into the Victorian 

opulence of the New River Valley. The Glencoe Mansion is three museums in one: House Museum, 

exploring the history of the mansion and the Wharton family; History Exhibits, highlighting the history 

of outstanding individuals and events that have shaped Radford and the region;  and Gallery, featuring 

the works of talented local artists. Directions: Glencoe Mansion and Museum, 600 Unruh Drive, 

Radford, Va.  

Editor’s Note: LCWRT long-time member, Dale Conrad grew up in Fairlawn, across the New River 

from Radford, Va. He said Radford was “my backyard as a kid.’ Radford is also the home of Radford 

University. The Battle of Cloyd’s Mountain was fought nearby on May 9, 1864. Two future presidents 

fought in this battle: Rutherford B. Hayes and William McKinley. The railroad in this battle was 

connected to Radford about 15 to 20 miles away and the reason for the battle. This battle was about five 

miles from where Dale worked as a Career Development Counselor at New River Community College 

for 24 years. Thanks Dale for all of your hard work for the LCWRT through the years. We appreciate all 

you do for us. - cwk - Sources: Jack Davis, http://glencoemuseum.org 

* * * * *  

The Battle of Cloyd's Mountain 

Union General Crook assembles three Federal brigades at Fayetteville, W. Va. on April 29, 1864, and 

they depart to disrupt the Confederate Virginia-Tennessee Railroad in Southwest Virginia.  Because of 

bad weather, the planned seven-day march took nine days, arriving through the gap in Cloyd’s Mountain 

on Sunday, May 8th.  The 36
th

, 45
th

, & 60
th

 Virginia infantries and the local Home Guard race to confront 

Crook’s army on pasture land on the farm of Joseph Cloyd south of Cloyd’s Mountain. On May 9th at 

11:00 a.m. an artillery duel launches between the two armies.  Both armies then skirmish to determine 

each other's strength.  The primary battle begins when the Federals crosses Back Creek and attack the 

Confederate line.  A great fire caused by musket fire envelopes the 12
th

 Ohio infantry in the thick woods 

at the Confederate right flank.  Many Union soldiers die amidst the screaming for help as they march 

through the fire.  The 3
rd

 & 4
th

 Pennsylvania Reserves retreat after intense return fire from the 60
th

 Va.  

The advancing 14
th

 W. Va. and the 12
th

 Ohio withdraws from their exposed and suicidal positions where 

they were being mowed down by the 45
th

 Va. and the Home Guard line.  

        Sensing a Southern victory, Confederate General Jenkins orders a counter-attack.  Leaving their safe 

defensive position, the 45
th

 Va. Infantry Battalion gallantly attacks the retreating Federals.  Seemingly 

hidden in reserve, the 91st
 
 Ohio and 9

th
 Va. surprisingly appear on the field.  Seeing their charge repelled, 

the advancing Confederates withdraw behind their breastworks. General Jenkins is shot, and General 

McCausland assumes command but gives conflicting orders to the 36
th

 Va. that creates panic and 

http://glencoe/
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confusion. The Federals then advance over the Confederate breastworks.  The battle evolves into hand 

to hand combat with fists, musket ends, and bayonets. The line is overwhelmed, and the Confederate 

army falls back toward Central Depot to try in a last attempt to save the railroad bridge.  Just in time, 

Confederate Captain Chris Cleburne leading the 5
th

 Kentucky Cavalry arrives to oppose the Union's 1
st

 

Kentucky Battery.  As it was Virginian against Virginian before, it is now Kentuckian against Kentuckian 

fighting here in mortal combat on farmland in Virginia.  Captain Cleburne's counter-attack protects the 

main Confederate army's retreat.  Captain Cleburne is mortally wounded and is buried where he falls.  

On Monday, May 10 at 9:00 a.m. an artillery battle begins at Gen. Crook's target, the railroad 

bridge over the New River at Central Depot (now Radford, Va.). The Confederates run out of ammunition 

and retreat to Christiansburg.  Union forces under General Hayes set the wooden covered railroad bridge 

ablaze.  A dead Union female soldier is found among the casualties.   

Facing starvation and approaching Confederate attacks, General Crook’s Army flees back to West 

Virginia. The surviving Confederate Army from the Battle of Cloyd's Mountain proceeds to engage the 

Federal Forces at Piedmont. - Source: The Battle of Cloyd's Mountain.com 

* * * * * 

Rutherford Hayes' “Golden Years” 

The Civil War was America’s defining moment. But with its massive death and destruction, the conflict 

was for many a tragedy never to be forgotten. However, Rutherford B. Hayes referred to the Civil War 

as his “golden years.” When President Abraham Lincoln called for volunteers, Hayes quickly joined a 

company of home guards composed of his fellow members of the Cincinnati Literary Club. He later 

offered his services to Governor William Dennison, who appointed him major in the newly-formed 

Twenty-Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment. 

The 23rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry was organized at Camp Chase in Columbus, Ohio. The 

regiment was mustered into service on June 11, 1861, as a three-year regiment. Colonel William 

Rosecrans was the first commander of the 23rd. The regiment departed for western Virginia, where it 

helped restore that portion of Virginia to the Union. 

Eliakim P. Scammon succeeded Rosecrans as commander. The third commander of the 

TwentyThird was Rutherford B. Hayes, who, after the war, served as a United States Congressman, 

Governor of Ohio, and President of the United States. Also serving in this regiment was Private William 

McKinley, America’s 25th President; and future Supreme Court Judge Stanley Mathews. Following the 

war, 23rd Ohio comrade James M. Comly became the American minister to Hawaii. 

Hayes spent the first months of the Civil War at Camp Chase outside Columbus, Ohio, attending 

to routine military matters. Because of his legal training and reputation, he served for a time in the 

capacity of judge advocate general on the field headquarters staff of General William Rosecrans in Va. 

Upon his promotion to the rank of lieutenant colonel in October 1861, Hayes became second in command 

of the regiment. He soon assumed de facto leadership of the 23rd and, within a year, became its colonel. 

Two years later, on October 19, 1864, he was promoted to the rank of brigadier general of volunteers for 

gallantry and distinguished service in the Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864. On March 13, 1865, 

Hayes was brevetted major general of volunteers. Although Hayes never participated in a battle as a 



general, he gained distinction and the confidence of his men as one of the “good colonels” and regimental 

commanders. 

The regiment was attached to the Kanawha Brigade of Jacob D. Cox. Hayes first saw combat in 

August 1861 at Carnifax Ferry. In September 1862, during the Antietam campaign, Hayes played an 

essential role in the Union victory at South Mountain.  During the battle, Hayes was wounded in an attack 

on the slopes near Fox's Gap. Both he and his regiment won the praise of the superior officers for their 

gallant actions under extremely heavy enemy fire. The following week, the 23rd Ohio fought at Antietam 

in the fields southeast of Sharpsburg, Md. 

The next year Hayes participated in the pursuit of Confederate General John Hunt Morgan and 

his raiders in Ohio. During General Philip Sheridan’s 1864 campaign, Hayes and the 23rd saw some of 

the most massive fightings of the war.  After participating in the earlier engagements of Cloyd’s 

Mountain, New River Bridge, and Lexington, Hayes and his men fought successive battles in the 

Shenandoah Valley at Lynchburg, Winchester, Berryville, Opequan, Fisher’s Hill, and Cedar Creek. 

During the last engagement, he helped rally the federal troops and saved the day for General Philip 

Sheridan. While in the valley, Hayes acquired a deep admiration for General George Crook, the 

commander of the Army of W. Va. 

Even though he had several horses shot out from beneath him and was wounded four times, the 

wartime experiences helped improve his health. The injury to his left arm proved annoying in later life, 

but it was not disabling. The war helped shape his views toward the South by making him aware of the 

immense task of reconstructing and restoring the defeated section of the nation. While in the army, he 

formed many lasting friendships and associations, where he developed a deep respect and love for his 

comrades. These attitudes proved useful in postwar political contests, for Hayes could legitimately claim 

support as the “soldier’s friend.” Lucy Hayes, in seeing to the needs of the sick and wounded during her 

many camp visits, also won the admiration of the troops. In later years, she and Hayes enjoyed attending 

veteran reunions. 

In October 1864, the citizens of the Second Congressional District in Cincinnati rewarded Hayes 

for his meritorious and gallant service by electing him to Congress.  The nomination resulted from the 

efforts of William Henry Smith, who later helped Hayes secure other appointments. Even though serving 

in the United States Congress was one of his ambitions, Hayes refused to leave active military duty to 

campaign for his election. He professed that “An officer fit for duty who at this crisis would abandon his 

post to electioneer for a seat in Congress ought to be scalped.” Source: www.rbhayes.org. 

* * * * * 

William McKinley 

Born in Niles, Ohio, in 1843, McKinley briefly attended Allegheny College and was teaching in a country 

school when the Civil War broke out. Enlisting as a private in the Union Army, he was mustered out at 

the end of the war as a brevet major of volunteers. He studied law, opened an office in Canton, Ohio, and 

married Ida Saxton, daughter of a local banker. 

At 34, McKinley won a seat in Congress. His attractive personality, exemplary character, and 

quick intelligence enabled him to rise rapidly. He was appointed to the powerful Ways and Means 

Committee. Robert M. La Follette, Sr., who served with him, recalled that he generally “represented the 

http://www.rbhayes.org/
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newer view,” and “on the great new questions .. was generally on the side of the public and against private 

interests.” 

During his 14 years in the House, he became the leading Republican tariff expert, giving his 

name to the measure enacted in 1890. The next year he was elected Governor of Ohio, serving two terms. 

When McKinley became President, the depression of 1893 had almost run its course and with it 

the extreme agitation over silver. Deferring action on the money question, he called Congress into special 

session to enact the highest tariff in history. 

In the friendly atmosphere of the McKinley Administration, industrial combinations developed at 

an unprecedented pace. Newspapers caricatured McKinley as a little boy led around by “Nursie” Hanna, 

the representative of the trusts. However, McKinley was not dominated by Hanna; he condemned the 

trusts as “dangerous conspiracies against the public good.” 

Not prosperity, but foreign policy, dominated McKinley’s Administration. Reporting the 

stalemate between Spanish forces and revolutionaries in Cuba, newspapers screamed that a quarter of the 

population was dead and the rest suffering acutely. Public indignation brought pressure upon the 

President for war. Unable to restrain Congress or the American people, McKinley delivered his message 

of neutral intervention in April 1898. Congress thereupon voted three resolutions tantamount to a 

declaration of war for the liberation and independence of Cuba. 

In the 100-day war, the United States destroyed the Spanish fleet outside Santiago harbor in Cuba, 

seized Manila in the Philippines, and occupied Puerto Rico. 

“Uncle Joe” Cannon, later Speaker of the House, once said that McKinley kept his ear so close to 

the ground that it was full of grasshoppers. When McKinley was undecided what to do about Spanish 

possessions other than Cuba, he toured the country and detected an imperialist sentiment. Thus the United 

States annexed the Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico. 

In 1900, McKinley again campaigned against Bryan. While Bryan inveighed against 

imperialism, McKinley quietly stood for “the full dinner pail.” 

His second term, which had begun auspiciously, came to a tragic end in September 1901. He was 

standing in a receiving line at the Buffalo Pan-American Exposition when a deranged anarchist shot him 

twice. He died eight days later. Source: www.whitehouse.gov. 

* * * * * 

2017-2018 Lecture Series for the LCWRT 

* * * 

Mar. 28 Ed Bearss Hardluck Ironclad 

April 25 
Jack Waugh,    historian & 

Lincoln biographer 

“Lincoln at the War’s End” 

May 23 Eileen Waite The Friendship of Elizabeth Beckley & 

Mary Todd Lincoln 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/


NOTE: There is a $10 Guest/Nonmember fee for any individual lecture. Students and 

teachers free with proper I.D.! 

Please check the Minie Ball Gazette each month to see if we will be meeting 

at Pinckney Hall or Magnolia Hall in Sun City.  

* * * * * 

LOWCOUNTRY CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE, INC. 

MEMBERSHIP FORM - 2017/2018 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP PERIOD SEPTEMBER 1, 2017 to AUGUST 31, 2018 

Please Print All Information Below 
______________________________________ _____________________________ _________________________ 
Last Name First Name Badge Nickname 
______________________________________ _____________________________ _________________________ 
Additional Household Member Last Name First Name Badge Nickname 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________ State____________ Zip Code________________ 

Phone ( ) ____________________ 
E-Mail________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(We will keep this confidential!) 
CURRENT MEMBER ________ NEW MEMBER ________ 

Household: Annual Membership (to Aug 31, 2018): $40.00 We 

always need volunteers to continue making the LCWRT successful. 
Please check the area(s) for which you are willing to volunteer: 
____Program Committee: help select topics & speakers ___ Assist in Production/Distribution of the Minie Ball Gazette 
____Assist on Program Night (Greeter, Collect Tickets or Guest Fees, Tally Program Attendance) 
____Historian ____Maintain Membership Roster ____Work at Sun City Club Fair ______ Web Site Maintenance 

Mail to or leave in “lower” box: Joseph Passiment, 26 Schooner Lane, Bluffton, SC 29909-4305 
Make Check Payable to: LCWRT Inc. Any questions, please call Joseph Passiment at 732-995-2102 

* * * 

Lowcountry Civil War Round Table Inc. 
2017-2018 Executive Committee 

Officers: 

PRESIDENT George Loud 843-342-6826 
5 Camden Lane georgeloud1@gmail.com 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926 

VICE PRESIDENT Richard Thomas 843.422.3842 
1 Sagebush Lane rethomashhi@hargray.com 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926 

TREASURER Charles E. Glassick 843-707-7890 
42 Kings Creek Drive 864-384-8777 (cell) 
Bluffton, SC 29909 ceglassick@aol.com 

SECRETARY Michael Sweeney 843-707-7275 



318 Shearwater Pointe Drive msweeney@sc.rr.com 
Bluffton, SC 29909 

Past President Robert Waite 843.705.0895 

12 Shooting Star Circle waiteinsurance123@gmail.com 
Bluffton, SC 29909 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE Tom McNamara 843-705-0933 

Communications Caroline Kennedy 843-705-5654 
8 Rose Bush Lane cwkenned@aol.com 
Bluffton, SC 29909 

John Foster 843-705-6444 
204 Benjamin Seabrook Court fosterjp800@gmail.com 
Bluffton, SC 29909 

Hospitality OPEN 

Membership Joe Passiment 732-995-2102 
26 Schooner Lane passiment44@twc.com 
Bluffton, SC 29909 

Programs John Kemp 201-845-4178 
319 Shearwater Pointe Drive Norwich68@gmail.com 
Bluffton, SC 29909 

* * * * * 

MINIÉ BALL GAZETTE 

is published by 

The Lowcountry Civil War Round Table, Inc. located in 

the greater Hilton Head area of South Carolina. 

Founded in 2000 and dedicated to Civil War history, 

education and battlefield preservation. 

A Not-for-Profit, Charitable Organization 

                  As qualified under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code Civiis: 


